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September 15th, 2019 
Every Good and Perfect Gift 

James 1:12-18 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Sept 8 Ezekiel 28-30  Sept 12 Ezekiel 40-42 
Sept 9 Ezekiel 31-33  Sept 13 Ezekiel 43-45 
Sept 10 Ezekiel 34-36  Sept 14 Ezekiel 46-48 
Sept 11 Ezekiel 37-39  Sept 15 Daniel 1-3 
  
Lesson Introduction: One of the things about the book of 
James that is often misrepresented is James’ view on 
justification by grace alone, through faith alone. Because 
James focuses so much on the outworking of our faith 
though good works, many seem to believe that James 
was teaching that we are saved, at least in part, by our 
own works. Yet here in the first few paragraphs of James’ 
letter, we see a teaching completely consistent with the 
rest of Scripture when it comes to how we are saved. 
 
In our lesson this week, James focuses in on the fact that 
sinfulness is produced by the natural state of the heart. 
He begins by telling us that the one who loves God will 
receive the crown of life, yet in the verses to follow, 
James shows us that we are lured and enticed by our 
desires, which give birth to sin, which leads to death. 
What we will ultimately see is man’s wickedness 
contrasted with God’s goodness, and we will learn that it 
is only by God’s grace, through His word, that we come 
to salvation.   
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Sin is the desire of mankind (V. 13-15) 
 

• Sin leads to death (V. 15) 
 

• The Lord is perfect in all His ways (V.13, 16-18) 
 

• Salvation is a gracious gift from God, coming about 
by His will, through His word (V. 18) 

 
 
James 1:12-18 (ESV) 
 
12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, 
for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown 
of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being 
tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is 

tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
 
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he 
brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be 
a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 
Discussion Section 1: Life or Death (V. 13-15) 
 
-How does one receive the crown of life? 
 
-In what ways do trials often lead to temptations?  
 
-According to James, what is sin born out of? 
 
-What does this passage tell us about our natural state, 
and where it ultimately leads us? 
 
Note: As we saw last week, James starts out this letter to 
the churches by expressing how we should respond when 
we face trials. Our passage does not move from this 
topic, but instead, builds upon it. We begin with James 
once again drawing our attention to the fact that 
endurance (or steadfastness) is required in order to 
receive the crown of life. Jesus said, “the one who 
endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 24:13). 
What we saw last week is that God sovereignly uses 
trials in the life of a believer to produce the endurance 
that He requires in the life of a believer. The Lord will see 
us through, and will use trials to refine us, to strengthen 
us, and to prepare us to receive the crown of life. James 
then moves from enduring trials, to resisting temptation. 
 
It is important to differentiate here, between tests (or 
trials), and temptation. Here, James is teaching us that, 
although the Lord does send trials into our lives, He is not 
the cause of our sin. Temptations often arise out of trials 
that God sends, but we must never think that we are not 
responsible for those temptations. Douglas Moo, in his 
commentary on James, put it this way: 
 
“…every trial brings temptation. Financial difficulty can 
tempt us to question God's providence in our lives. The 
death of a loved one can tempt us to question God's 
love for us. The suffering of the righteous poor and the 
ease of the wicked rich can tempt us to question God's 
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justice or even his existence. Thus, testing almost 
always includes temptation…” 
 
So, with that in mind, James here warns us not to 
attribute the sinful desires of the flesh to God, but to 
recognize that our sin is just that… the desire of our flesh 
(Ephesians 2:1-3)! Sin is what we will always crave left to 
ourselves. We must not make excuses for our sinfulness, 
saying that God made me do it, or the devil made me do 
it, but rather, we should recognize that when we sin, it is 
based on our own desires. So, when trials come for the 
testing and strengthening of our faith, we should be 
ready for temptation to follow, because the desires of 
our natural heart are always opposed to God’s desires. 
What James then tells us, is that when we follow the 
natural desires of our hearts, they will always lead to 
death (Romans 6:23). 
 
Discussion Section 2: The Father of Lights (V. 16-17) 
 
-What do we learn about the character of God from 
these verses? 
 
-What does it mean that God is the “Father of Lights”? 
 
-How does God’s unchanging nature contrast with the 
previous verses? 
 
Note: James moves from speaking of our sinful nature to 
God’s perfect nature. We should not be deceived, 
thinking that God is some being like us, who is conflicted, 
or who is tempted as we are. He is indeed perfect in all 
His ways. James begins speaking of God’s perfect nature 
by first telling us that He is the giver of all good gifts. 
What this means is that there is nothing good in this 
world apart from God. No delicious tasting food, no 
beauty, no laughter, no good thing exists that God has 
not given. He is good, and He does what is good (Psalm 
119:68). By James calling Him the “Father of Lights,” he 
alludes to the fact that God is the creator who said, “Let 
there be light.” Indeed, “God is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). 
 
James goes on to tell us that God, who gives good gifts, 
never changes! Nothing can move Him; nothing can 
frustrate Him. He is the picture of perfection. He does not 
move, so as to cast a shadow, rather, He stays the same 
through the ages (Psalm 102:26-27, Hebrews 13:8). As 
we consider our fickle state mentioned above, these 
teachings about God should come as a great comfort to 
us. We are moved and tossed about, tempted with every 

trial that comes about to distrust God. If our salvation 
was our own doing, we would never be able to endure to 
the end, receiving the crown of life. But here, James tells 
us that our Father is perfect, and next, he will show us 
that the foundation of our salvation is based on this very 
fact.  
 
Discussion Section 3: Brought Us Forth by the Word of 
Truth (V. 18) 
 
-What imagery is James using with the term, “brought 
forth”? 
 
-What is the “word of truth”? What role does it play in 
salvation? 
 
-What does this passage teach us about how we 
ultimately come to faith in Christ? 
 
Note: James closes out his teaching about endurance 
through trials by reminding us of the great foundation of 
our salvation. We have seen that trials are meant to 
produce faithful endurance, while also seeing that trials 
often result in us following the passions of our flesh in 
temptation. So, what is our hope? If we are prone to be 
tempted by our own desires, if those desires give birth to 
sin and lead to death, how can we ever hope to endure? 
James tells us that our hope is that God is perfect, and 
that He gives good gifts from above, of which the 
greatest is the gift of salvation. 
 
After telling us all about how perfect God is, and how He 
is the giver of all good gifts, James closes by saying that 
this same God, according to His will, has “brought us 
forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures.” When James uses the term, 
“brought us forth,” he is alluding to birth. Here we see 
James’ reliance on the teachings of Jesus, who said, 
“Truly, truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless he is born again” (John 3:3). There is no part 
of James that believes salvation is owing to our works, as 
he attributes the new birth completely to the will of God 
(John 1:12-13), brought about by the Spirit (Titus 3:3-8), 
by the hearing of the “word of truth” (Ephesians 1:13, 
Romans 10:17, 2 Timothy 3:14-17). What an incredible 
comfort this should be to us as we face trials of various 
kinds. Left to ourselves, we would not endure, but 
because we have been born of God, the Father of Lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change, we can rest in complete security, and count it all 
joy when trials come! 


